Social cartography of shit storm categories

Low-intensity struggle:
normality disruption

Low-intensity struggle:
affective states [shit storm]

High-intensity struggle:
intensification of violence

Metabolic (planet) struggle

Category 1

Loss of access to consumer
items of choice,
entertainments of choice,
convenience, and possibilities
for social mobility, resentment,
localized rise in populism
[hope that this can be easily
fixed]

Denial of shit
Accumulation of property,
exceptionalism
entitlement,
hierarchization of
cultures/knowledges

Limited access to institutional
support further limited
(austerity), increased debt

Nature as resource as
extension of human
entitlements: deforestation,
mining, cash crops, industrial
ranching and farming, fossil-
fuel based economy,
gentrification, etc.

Category 2

Restricted travel and mobility,
increased surveillance,
boredom, change of work
conditions,
hoarding/'prepping’
(maintained investment in
returning to ‘normal’),
unstable markets, shortage of
medical supplies, more effort
to access food and services
[hope for re-normalization]

Avoidance of shit
Hyper-consumption, escapism,
unprocessed individual and
collective trauma, pain-
attachment (compensation
patterns), increased fragilities

Increased exploitation, police
brutality, essential bills left
unpaid, inability to contribute
to commons, loss or
interruption of essential
maintenance services (treated
water/sewage, electricity,
waste removal, if ever
available), increase in lateral
violence, no or poor health
care services

Overconsumption, biodiversity
loss, water and soil
contamination, overfishing,
temperature rise, unusual
weather/seasons




Category 3

Temporary loss of jobs but
with the capacity to pay rent
(still insured and skills-
employable), rising prices/
inflation/ debt/ opportunism,
light scapegoating and victim-
blaming, shortage of food,
sense of “deep trauma”,
recognition of not going back
to normal, increased
authoritarian interventions,
decreased or limited essential
services, market losses, limited
access to financial services (eg
ATM)[hope that one can still
make it]

Saturation of shit

Narcissism, hyper-
individualism, scapegoating
and victim-blaming (leading to
occasional violence), rise in
populism, justification for
authoritarian intervention

Loss of jobs with no insurance
or safety net, housing,
healthcare (further violence
through destitution,
dispossession), community
strife/overload

Soil depletion, icecap and
permafrost melting, extreme
weather, desertification,
increasing rate of extinction

Category 4

Permanent job loss, crash of
markets, break of food supply
chain, loss of sense of secured
futurity, mental health break-
down, interruption of essential
services, military intervention
[hope in messiahs]

Shit hitting the fan

Social dissociation,
manipulation of narcissistic
fears, anger, and entitlements
- leading to expansion of
justification for brutality and
murder

Health, mental health and
community breakdown

Start of environmental reset
Ocean acidification and
warming, infertile soil, climate
collapse, new viruses, large-
scale extinction

Category 5

No state-secured clean water,
no food, no waste collection,
social breakdown, military
control, loss of liberty, loss of
freedom of expression, mental
health break-down, attempt at
eliminating the scapegoats
[degenerative hopelessness]

Buried in shit
Mass human loss

Unrest and genocide

Major environmental reset:
mass elimination of species,
including the human species




